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~ift ft..esolutio11,_ on Limi taj_ion of Size and Arranrzement of 
Cargo Tanks on Board Oil Tankers 

THE CONFERENCE, 

NO1.rnm WITH SATISFACTION that most tanlcers ordered since 1 January 1972 

oooply w:L th the provisions 1:egarding the limitation of the size and the 

arrangement of caxgc· t:U'lks la.id down in the 1971 Amendments to the International 

Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Soa by Oil, 1954, contained 

in Resolution 246(VII) adopted by the Organization, although those amendments 

have not yet come into foroe, 

NOTING FURTHER that Resolution A.247(VII) of the Organization invHes 

Governments to put into effect these r,lquirooents as: soon a.s possible, 

EMPHASIZING· the desirability of the entry into foroe of the 1971 

Amendmonts at the earliest possible date and in any case not la,ter than tho 

date of entry into force of tho present Conventicin, 

BEING .AWA:R:ill ALSO that some lo.pee of timo will inevitably occur before 

the Internati,onal Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 
can enter into force, 

UilGES all Governments to accept tho Amendments contained in 

Rosolution 246{VII) of the Organization to the 1954 donv-:mtion as soon 

as possible• 
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P..!_a_g_ J:t..o.s.o.1:u.tJ,oI1. _q:,p._c_u,rp._ipg_ _t~1_c, L'.cy_c_l,OJlJ11.UAt. pJ.. 
]'ltf J.c_~_i:i.i .Q.i.l _c_9.P., t_ ~P .. t J1_o.n,i .. t.oE. iPB.. /;._r;~?-Pe:.ernp.n.. t !f!.. 

THE CONFERENCE, 

HAVING NOTED the Regulations contained in Annex I of the International 

Convontion for tho Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 rely for thoir 

control and enforcement in a nwnber of instances on an oil discharge 

monitoring system and in particular that Regulation 15 of that Annox 

requires that n. ta..nkor designed for. retention of oil on board shall be 

fittod with suer. a system to control the quality of any effluent discharged 

to the soa, 

NOTING FURTHER that Rogula.tion 1(16) of that Annex po:rmits ballast 

to be considorod as clean ballast if oil content monitoring a.rra.ngemonts 

establish tha.t tbe oil content of the effluent from such a tank doos not 

cxcoocl 15 parts p~r million, 

NOTING ALSO tho Recommondr.tion on Intorna.tional Pcrformanco 

Specifications for Oily Water S~po.ra.ting Equipment and Oil Content M~tors 

adopi;ed by tho Intor-Covornmenta.l Maritime Consultative Organization by 

B··,,olution A.233(VII), 

RECOGNIZING that further progross in tho deYulopmont of such 

monitors is an u.cgont requiromont, 

RECOMMENDS tho.t the Organization should promote studios with a viow 

to dcvoloping more sonaitiv-e, a.ccurato and reliable oil content measuring 

instruments to cope with the full range of the oils oov~r~d by that 

Annex. 
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THE CONFERENCE, 

NOTING tha.t /1.nncx IV of tho Intorrm.tion::i.1 Convention fo:r.' thc­

Pr0vention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 contains certain requirements 

conccrninB' th0 discharge of sewage into tho sea from sh.i.ps which should 

bo based on standards anQ tost methods to be developed by tho Organization, 

URGES the Organization to to.kc ctction to d0velop such standards and 

tost methods as soon as possiblo, 
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THE CONFEXL'ilTCE, 

N0'l'ING that Roculntion 13 cf Annex I of the IntcrnationA.1 Convention for 

tho Prevention of Pollution fron Ships, 1973 requires segrceti.too ballast fol.' 

new oil tankers of 70,000 tons cl.oo.dwcig-ht ar;d above, 

NOTING FURTIIT!1R that this rcquj_rcn,:mt r.1ay cause now si:.;r;rogntod ba.llast 

oil tankers to h.:wo substantial increases in f~•ocboa.rd and ccrt[l,in principal 

dimensions, in conpa.rison with existing oil tankers, for cquiV'11lont productive: 

cargo dca.dwoi.:;hts, 

NOTING ALSO that substn.ntia.lly incro::i.scd prinoipo.l dincnsions without 

incroasod rlon.dwoight nay in sorno cases incroa.sc ci thcr gross or not rogistorcd 

tonnl'{;(.; or bo·th, for scg-rcgatocl ballr..st oil to.nlrnrs, 

RECOMMENDS thnt th0 Ori3"o.nization study the no,ttcr of e;quHablu dct.:.imina.tion 

of gross nncl. not registered tonno.go for sq.r,roan.tocl br .. lln.st oil tonl!.e;rs in 

coripo.rison with c•xisting oil tc..nkors of oquiva.lvnt produc.1tivo co.rr.;o d~1a.dwcight. 
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TI-:it COHF'EREJ.~Cll:, 

114-VING IN NDID Regulation 9 of Annox I of tho Ir1tcrn~.tiona.l Conv~nti.on 

for tho Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, whorcby tho diBcharge of oil 

or oily mixtures from ships shall be prohibited t')XC0~?t when such d.i.scharGo 

satisfies specified conditions, 

RECOGNIZING tho need to ensure that any ship which ha.a discha.rgod oil or 

oily mixtures in contrav~ntion of the snid Rcg'Ulation shall bo identified 

promptly and punished, 

RECOGNIZWG that some Govvrnro~nts have promoted work to d,)vclop a practico.:D. 

method who:roby tho discharged oil ca.n be promptly id.mtifiod as the oil lond0d 

on board "~ certain ship, 

URGES those Goven1.rnonta to continue their o.fforts and all othor Governments 

to initiate rosoa.rch into this problem, with a view to arriving at an <.lD.rly solution, 
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Tim GONFL:RENCE, 

NOTING th.it it w:1.s assigned the two following objectives by 

Resolution A.237(VII), adopted by the Assombly of the Inter-Govornrac1 1• ~a.l 

~k~ritimo Consultative Or~a:nization on 12 Octobor 1971, 

(1) . tho oomplcto elimination of wilful and intontiona.l pollution 

of tho sea by oil and noxious substancos other than oil, and 

(2) the minimization of accid.cnta.l spills; 

those objectives to be n.9hfovcd by 1975, 1£ possible, but certainly 

by the on~ of tho decade, 

RECOGiUZilJG that primarily, it has boon as n rosul t of extensive 

prcpn.r1.1.tory work within tho Orgo.nizo.tion thnt the Conference has beon 

able to prepare and open for signa.turo tho International Convention for 

the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973; 

BEING AWA.RE that the said Convontion adequately oov.;;rs the problem 

of intentional pollution by oil, noxious liquid substances in bulk, 

harmful substo.ncos in packaged form or in cnrco containore or portablo 

tnnlcs, sewage n.nd e,-arbn.go, whereas it doo.ls·.with the problem of accidonta.l 

pollution only to a limitoc.1 oxtont, bcarinJ in mind that many a.spccts of 

this problem a.ro o.nd will continue to be dca.lt with within the framework 

of other technical Conventions relating to maritime rafoty; 

BEING AWARE ALSO of tho closo relationship between ship safety and 

tho provontion of pollution from ships: 
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RECOGNIZING ALSO that considerable progres~ hp.s bqon made by the 

Organization in furtherance of tho second objective,· by developing 

proposed interna:hional rules and stando.rds directed towards, or contributing 

to, tho provontion, mitigation o.nd minimization of accidental pollution, 

including tho prcmJntion of accidents to ships, minimization of spillages 

after accident and mitigation of da.mnges after spillages; 

RECOGNIZING FU'RTIIER that a considorablo runount of work in this 

field loading to the formulation of, and amandments to, oonventions for 

which the Organization is dopositary, and othor instruments relating 

to ship sa.foty a.nd pi•oyontion of pollution, has ye;t to be o.ccomplishcd; 

RECOMMENDS thut tho Organization pursue ~.nd encourage studies 

rolat.ing to pollution abatement in the marine environment such as: 

(n) collection of scicnti.fic data on the .identification of hnrmf'.ll 

s1.lbatancos tra.nsportecl by ships and their effect on tho 

marine onvironmont; 

(b) collection of ship casualty statistics, particularly including 

casualUos rusulting in tho pollution of tho merino unvironmcnt; 

( o) analysis of such casualty data. including tho intGrI.'elationship 

of avorafJo tank:01• size and age wi "l:h incidents and mngui t-'ude 

of pvllution casualtios; 

RECOMM]ffl)S FtmTHER that tho Orc:anization continue its work with 

a high priority on the develmpment of moo.surce for tho minimization of 

accidental spillages, particttlarly those relating tos 

(a) Prevention of o.ocidcnts to ships including1 

(i) safe no.vigo.tiona.l procoduros and traffic sops.ration 

schomos for the provon-tion of collisions, stra.ndil1f;'S 

and groundings, this to include tho ultimate development 

of intert1a.tiona.l sta.n.da.rds for na.viga.tionnl a.idsJ 
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(ii) watchkccping practices i,.., nort and at sea and tho 

training and ccrtifica tion of scarrwn~ 

(iii) provision of modern nn.vi{s·ational and communic(.itions oquipment; 

(iv) the opera tiono.l proce:durcs d.uring the trans for, loading 

and unloi:.cling of oil and othor noxious substanc0s ~ 

(v) manoeuvrability and controllability of largo ships; 

(vi) construction and equipment of ships carryine· oil or 

othor noxious substances; and 

(vii) sa.f e cnrriage of dangGrous s-oods in packaB·es and containers; 

(b) Minimization of the risk of escape of oil and other noxious 

substnnces in tho event of mari ti.mo o.coid~mts including 

facili ta.tion of transfer of cm:go in the uvont of o.coidents: 

(c) Minimization of pollution damago to tho r:inrino environment includinc;: 

(i) study and development of now tcchniqu,Js and mothods for 

cleaning, recycling and dispo~~lng of hazni·dous eubstancos 

cnrried by ships; 

(ii) tcchnicnl study a.nd dovelopmont of dov;l,Jos and chemicals usod 

in removing oil a.nd othc.-r harmful substances diechargod 

i.nto the sea, 

w.i th a. view to having approprin.tc o.ctfon takcm by way of the adoption 

· and i~plomentntion at a.n onrly date of amondmcnts to existing conv~ntions 

relnting to safety cit sea and provontlon of pollution or of new 

conventions ns appropriate. 
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THE CONFERENCE, 

NOTING that Regulation 13 of Ann~x I of the International Convention 

for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, in dctcrm1ning tho amount 

of required. segregated ballast capacity, specifics a s0grcgatcd ballast 

draught as a funct.ion of ship length, and tha.t this will be applied to 

tankers of 150 metres in lcmgth and above, 

NOTIN~ PURTHER that this requirement is largely based on oxperionco 

which pertains in general to largo tankers where the amount of ballast t.1.ken 

aboard has been left to the discretion of the M.astor, 

RECOMMENDS that tho Organization ta.lee appropriate notion to consider 

those ballast draught rcquiromcnts, taking full account of further 

oxpcrionco with ships of various sizes which ha.vu opvratod s3,fcly in their 

ballast conditions and to exomino thvm with a viow to determining whcthor 

any improvcmunt is required, with special regard to the need of n more 

specific roquirGmcnt for to.nkors of losE1 than 150 :uotros in length, 
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Draft Resolution on tho Provision of Rcce__ption 
£!._cJ..._li tics f,or ,t,he Disc.har~;.o of Sewn;1o " ... 

and Jlisposal ~f. Garb£t.t:1~ 

THE CONFERENCE, 

NOTING that Annexes IV and V of thr- Intcrnati(.;na,l Convention for tho 

Provontion of Pollution fron Ships, 1973, provides that the dischar:3"0 of 

sewa.G,"e and dispusal of anrba.cre into the sea fror.1 ships sha.ll be;, prohibited 

except when specified conditions are satisfied, 

RECOGNIZING the neod for adequate reception facilities to rnake possible 

tho a.pplicn.tion of these ro.)quirol"lents for the disposal of sewa;:;G and GUrbo.crc, 

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that tha effective inplcr:icntation of AnncxoR IV nnd V 

of the Convention ia c1.upcndent upon the a.vailabili ty of such reception facili tfos 

on a world-wide ba.sie, 

RECOMMENDS that the Orgar1ization urc;os Governments to take appropriate 

action to ensure tho provision, as early as poeaiblo, of adequate facilities 

for tho reception of aowago and &ra.rba.ge from ships, according to the neotl.s 

of the ships using them and without causin~;' unrluo i1..day. 
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THE CONFERl~WE, 

RECOGNIZING that the oap~~city of the sG,a to assimilate pollutants and 

render them hainless is limited and that its ability to regenerate natural 

resources is also limited, 

BELIEVING that tho adequaoy of measures taken to prevent pollution of tho 

sea. by substances that arc liable to create hazards to hUJ:1an health, to ha.rm 

narine life, to damage ar.1eni ties or to intor:fere with othor let:~1 tima.te uses of 

the sea needs to be kept under review, 

BELili.'VING ALSO that thore is a noed to orc;a.nize all interested co□petent 

oraanizations in establishin0 methods whoroby the needs of the r.iarine 

onvironi:iont rola.tivo to wator quality can be established, to 'identify tho 

sources of pollution and to continually assosa the various methods of controllinc 

marine pollution for the dovelopnont of now 0r more effective control measures 

whore appropriate, 

RECOM?'fEl1DS that the Or{Janizo.tion should co-operate with other organizations 

and in particular wi t:1 the Joint Group of Exports on the SciGntific AspE.1cts of 

Marine Pollution (GESAMP) to a.chiovo those sins whereby n first step 1night be 

to examino the nethod a:nd proco<luro necosea:cy to establish water quality cri toria 

for the protection of tho marine environrient. 


